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1. HI Overview & Teaching Thesis:   
This instructional kit focuses on getting students to use primary and secondary sources to make 
connections, or disconnects, between plantation slavery in the south with plantation slavery in other 
colonies (Caribbean and South America).  They will also see how geography and climate affected 
the life of slaves in the different regions, as well as the variety of products plantations produced.  
Finally, students will synthesize their knowledge in creating a mobile showing some universal 
truths about the slave trade, and also regional differences they have identified. 
 

2. Suggested Grade Level and Length of Activities:  5th or 6th grade – 180 minutes (series of 
three lessons) 

 
3. Significance & Relevance:   

a) The Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL’s) for US History to 1865 just skim the topic of 
slavery. Our students are aware that slaves are around in the colonial days, but we primarily 
focus slavery in the antebellum south.  If you ask a student in US History to 1865 what a 
slave is, they will almost certainly describe African picking cotton that lives on a plantation 
in the south.  They have little idea that slavery existed outside of the south and away from 
cotton plantations.  By expanding the study of slavery beyond the south, students will gain a 
better understanding of the complexity of the Transatlantic slave trade and its impact on 
other areas of the world. 
  

b) Selected State & National Standards – 
Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL): 

  USI.1 The student will demonstrate skills for historical and geographical analysis and 
responsible citizenship, including the ability to 

a. identify and interpret primary and secondary source documents to increase 
understanding of events and life in United States history to 1865; 

d. interpret ideas and events from different historical perspectives; 
e. evaluate and discuss issues orally and in writing; 
f. analyze and interpret maps to explain relationships among landforms, water 

features, climatic characteristics, and historical events; 
 



  USI.2 The student will use maps, globes, photographs, pictures, or tables to 
a. locate the seven continents and five oceans 
b. locate and identify the water features important to the early history of the 

United States: Great Lakes, Mississippi River, Missouri River, Ohio River, 
Columbia River, Colorado River, Rio Grande, St. Lawrence River, Atlantic 
Ocean, Pacific Ocean, and Gulf of Mexico 
 

National History Standards: 
  ERA 2 Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763) 

Students should understand how the values and institutions of European economic 
life took root in the colonies; how slavery reshaped European and African life in the 
Americas. 
• 3A Demonstrate understanding of colonial economic life and labor 

systems in the Americas by: 
o Analyzing mercantilism and explaining how it influenced patterns of 

economic activity. [Analyze cause-and-effect relationships] 
o Explaining the development of an Atlantic economy in the colonial 

period. [Reconstruct patterns of historical succession and duration] 
• 3C Demonstrate understanding of African life under slavery by: 

o Analyzing the forced relocation of Africans to the English colonies in 
North America and the Caribbean. [Evidence historical perspectives] 

•  OAH Historical Inquiry Skills –  
3. Historical Analysis and Interpretation 

b. Compare and contrast differing sets of ideas, values, personalities, 
behaviors, and institutions by identifying likenesses and differences. 

d. Consider multiple perspectives of various peoples in the past by 
demonstrating their differing motives, beliefs, interests, hopes and fears. 

g. Draw upon visual sources including: (a) photographs, cartoons and 
architectural drawings   

 4. Historical Research Capabilities 
a. Formulate historical questions from encounters with historical documents, 

eyewitness accounts, letters, diaries, artifacts, photos, historical sites, art, 
architecture, and other records from the past. 

 5. Historical Issues Analysis and Decision Making 
b. Identify issues and problems in the past and analyze the interests, 

values, perspectives, and points of view of those involved in the 
situation. 

4. Lesson Objectives –  
a) Students will be able to locate the Atlantic Ocean, England, Portugal, Africa, Brazil, 

Barbados, and Virginia on a map during the PowerPoint presentation, and record it on 
their question frame.     

b) Students will be able to categorize images, maps, quotes, and charts on a three column 
graphic organizer based on characteristics in the three colonial regions studied. 

c) Students will be able to analyze primary and secondary sources to learn about the life of 
a slave in the Americas, and record their findings in their research packet. 

d) Students will be able to compare and contrast the material life of a slave in the North 
America, South America and Brazil using a three circle Venn diagram. 

e) Students will be able to create a mobile identifying key universal truths and regional 
differences regarding slavery in the Americas, both in pictures and writing. 
 
 



5. Lesson Plans or Instructional Activities –  
a) Day 1 – Review the geographical locations of the Atlantic Ocean, England, Portugal, Brazil, 

Barbados and Virginia.  Teacher will work students through a variety of information on the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade.  Students will be recording information from each slide to use on 
their final project.  As a formative assessment, students will be asked to sort images, quotes, 
maps and flags into the three regions.  

b) Day 2 – Students will be rotating between research stations on the Americas.  They will be 
evaluating primary and secondary sources to determine how life was for a slave in each 
region.  As a formative assessment, students will work in pairs to complete a 3-Venn 
Diagram synthesizing their research. 

c) Day 3 Begin assessment project – Slave Trade Mobile.  Today students will be asked to 
synthesize their learning from the past few days.  They will be creating a foldable mobile 
with four sides.  One side will identify the universal truths about slavery in the three regions 
of the America we studied.  The other three sides will be devoted to the regional differences 
they uncovered. Students will be asked to draw symbols or illustrations, and also write a 
paragraph on each side of the mobile describing the regional differences.   

 
 
 

6. Technology (if applicable) -   
a) Various online resources and digital archives– as noted in lesson plan templates 
b) Computer with projector – each day 
c) Microsoft PowerPoint – each day 

 
7. Modifications, Differentiation, and Extensions –   

a) Students could complete the station rotation as a web quest, or an internet hunt. 
b) Any of the lessons could be done whole class, group, pairs, or individuals. 

 
8. Related Materials and Resources:    

a) Lesson Plans –  
i. Day 1 – From Africa to America (Microsoft Word) 

ii. Day 2 – Life of a Slave Stations (Microsoft Word) 
iii. Day 3 –  Slave Trade Mobile (Microsoft Word) 

 
b) Supplemental Power Points, worksheets, handouts, answer keys –  

i. Day 1 –  
1. From Africa to the Colonies (Microsoft PowerPoint) 
2. From Africa to the Colonies Framing Questions Worksheet for students 

(Microsoft Word) 
ii. Day 2 – 

1. Day 2 PowerPoint 
2. Life of a Slave Student Resource Packet (Microsoft Word) 
3. Day 2 Station Documents (Microsoft Word) 
4. Venn Diagram Life of a Slave (Microsoft Word) 

iii. Day 3 –  
1. Day 3 PowerPoint 
2. Slave Trade Mobile (Microsoft Word) 

 
 
 



 
 

c) Grading Assessment (Formative or Summative) with answer keys and/or rubric 
i. Day 1 

1. From Africa to the Colonies Framing Questions Answer Key (Microsoft 
Word) 

ii. Day 2 
1. Rubric Life of a Slave Venn Diagram (Microsoft Excel) 

iii. Day 3 
1. Rubric Life of a Slave Mobile (Microsoft Excel) 
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